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MILITARY DISCHARGES

» A military discharge is given when a
member of the armed forces is released
from his or her obligation to serve. They
are generally based on whether the
person completed their training and then
fully and satisfactorily completed their
term of service or not.

* In order to receive VA benefits and
services, a Veteran’s character of
discharge or service must be under other
than dishonorable conditions. However,
individuals receiving undesirable, bad
conduct, or other types of dishonorable
discharges may qualify for VA benefits
depending on a determination made by
VA.




Different Character of Services
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Notes regarding Discharge Criteria for

Veteran Status

38 C.F.R. 3.12 Character of
Discharge, “If the former service
member did not die in service,
pension, compensation, or
dependency and indemnity
compensation is not payable unless
the period of service on which the
claim is based was terminated by
discharge or release under
conditions other than dishonorable

The VA makes a special “character
of service determination,” based
on the facts of the case. The VA
reviews the entire period of the
claimant’s enlistment to assess the
quality of the service and to
determine whether it is sufficient
to qualify the discharge as being
under conditions other than
dishonorable.



Form Names of Military Discharges

ce Discharge papers

ssued by National Personnel Record Center



Pre-WWII Records

® Se che Records prlor to WW” Fonorable l;iscbargenom the Army of the dnited States-r}
contained little service N
information. Discharges were
hand-filled and signed by

Commanders

* Pre-WWII Records are stored
by the National Archives in
Washington, DC




NAVPERS 553 Naval Service Discharge

« The NAVSPER 553 contains
veteran’s basic information,
full name, date of birth, rank
at the time of separation,
whether the veteran entered
service as an officer or
enlisted member, had overseas
service and whether his
discharge from the service
occurred under honorable
circumstances.
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Form Names of Military Discharges

* War Department
Adjutant General’s
Office Form

« WDAGO 53-55 (used for
US Army enlisted
personnel, not officers)




WDAGO Form 53-55

The reverse side of the WDAGO
Form 53-55 is the “Enlisted
Record and Report of Separation
Honorable Discharge” and
contains 57 blocks of
information taken from
Veteran’s service record (block
54 is right thumb print)
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Department of Defense (DD) Form 214

The DD Form 214 is the capstone
military service document, it
represents the complete,
verified record of a service
member's time in the military
illustrating character of
discharge, awards and medals
earned, highest rank or pay
grade held and active duty and
overseas service.

It also contains separation codes
used by the Armed Forces to
describe a former service
member's reason for discharge.
A separation code is either a
numeric or alphabetic code that
classifies a reason why a
discharge was granted from the
Military



DD 214’s from 1950’s to 1960’s
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CAUTION: NOT TO BE USED FOR THIS IS AN IMPORTANT RECORD. ANY ALTERATIONS IN SHADED AREAS
IDENTIFICATION PURPOSES AFEGUARD I R

S ENDER FORM VOID
CERTIFICATE OF RELEASE OR DISCHARGE FROM ACTIVE DUTY
This Report Contains Information Subject to the Privacy Act of 1974, As Amended,
E (Last Fi [ 2. DEPARTMENT, COMPONENT AND BRANCH STl VBNl ATy
]:‘]Lﬂ E: n ARMY /USAR L
AN PAY GRADE 5. DATE OF BIRTH (YYyYmMmDD) | 6. RESERVE OBLIGATION TERMINATION DA
E08 (vvyymmpp) 00000000
PLACE Ol IVE DU

b. HOME OF RECORD AT TIME OF ENTRY (City and state, or complete address if known)

WATL 4
8a. LAST DUTY ASSIGNMENT AND MAJOR COMMAND b. STATION WHER PARATED
USAREC GREAT LAKES RBN RC FORT KNOX TC, KY 40121

9. COMMAND TO WHICH TRANSFERRED 10. SGLI COVERAGE| | NONE

0 g 0

DD F rm 21 4 'is re ared n e]ght Cop]es and [USAR CON GP (RET) 1600 SPEARHEAD DIVISION AVE, FT KNOX, KY 40122 AMOUNT: § 400 500 00
0 p p 11. PRIMARY SPECIALTY (List number, title and years and months in _ 2. RECORD OF SERVICE YEAR(S) MONTH(S) DAY(S)

i ibuted as follows: Specialy. Lst addonal speiaty umoers and e mvotang periods of | aTE ENTERED AD THis PERIGD 200 |08 |
]S r] ' 79R5L 4N RECRUITER - 13 YRS 4 MOS//92G50 00 288
FOOD SERVICE SPECIALIST - 11 YRS 4 MOS )/ 0013

o
N

=
=]

8f 1] o 1

o| Bl k| of

68M50 00 NUTRITION CARE SPEC - 13 YRS 4 | d. TOTAL PRIOR ACTIVESERVICE | 0011 |
MOS//NOTHING FOLLOWS |_o. TOTAL PRIOR INACTIVE SERVICE | 0005 | 10 |
| . FOREIGNSERVICE | 0000 | 00 |
| o.SEASERVICE | 0000 | 00 |
3 M m be r' i. EFFECTIVE DATE OF PAY GRADE o TR TR
e rV] Ce e 13. DECORATIONS, MEDALS, BADGES, CITATIONS AND CAMPAIGN | 14. MILITARY EDUCATION (Course fitie, number of meeke. and monfh ang
RIBBONS AWARDED OR AUTHORIZED (all periods of service) year completed)
MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL (2ND AWARD) //ARMY |ANCOC (79R) , 2007//ANTI-TERR OFF (BASIC) ’

Se rv'i Ce Pe rSO n n e l F_i le C(?P;[:E!;gigé)o!/\l/gggA}L\é{[?g‘lﬁgMgIFI?ISE’EXENT]QSDAL 2012//BNCOC (79R), 2003//NOTHING FOLLOWS

AWARD) //ARMY GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL (6TH AWARD)
//USN GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL (2ND AWARD)//
NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL (2ND AWARD)

United States Department of Veterans //GLOBAL WAR ON TERRORISM//CONT IN BLOCK 18

o| 9|

!5

« Copy 1
« Copy 2

« Copy 3
Af a¥rs

« Copy 4
* Copy 5 - United States Department of Labor
» Copy 6 - State Director of Veteran Affairs

« Copy 7 & 8 - Distributed in accordance with R o oo e TP
Military Service Department directions T T T —

Member (if initialed in Block 30) L T

SERVICE MEDAL//NON COMMISSIONED OFFICER PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
RIBBON (3RD AWARD)//ARMED FORCES RESERVE MEDAL W/ 30 YEAR DEVICE GOLD HOURGLASS/ /GOLD
RECRUITER BADGE W/ THREE STAR SAPPHIRES//NOTHING FOLLOWS

The information contained herein is subject to computer matching within the Department of Defense or with any other affected Federal or non-Federal agency for verification|
urposes and to determine eligibility for, and/or continued compliance with, the requirements of a Federal benefit program.

ECIAL ADDITIONAL INFORMA d a s only)

23. TYPE OF SEPARATION 24. CHARACTER OF SERVICE (inciude upgrades)
RETIREMENT HONORABL:

25. SEPARATION AUTHORITY 26. SEPARATION CODE 27. REENTRY CODE
AR 635-200, CHAP 12 RBD 4R

28. NARRATIVE REASON FOR SEPARATION

SUFFICIENT SERVICE FOR RETIREMENT

29. DATES OF TIME LOST DURING THIS PERIOD (YYYYMMODD) 30. MEMBER REQUESTS COPY 4
[NONE (initials) JFC

DD FORM 214, AUG 2009 PREVIOUS EDITION IS OBSOLETE.
GENERATED BY TRANSPROC




Current DD 214

 Member 4 or “Long Form” DD
214s were not issued until the
1980’s

* All Copies are considered legal

and valid substitutes for
Member 4, with the exception
of Member 1 or “Short Form”

* Member 1 copies are also known
as “Deleted copies” and do not
show Discharge information

CAUTION: NOT TO BE USED FOR THIS IS AN IMPORTANT RECORD. ANY ALTERATIONS IN SHADED AREAS
AFEGUARD I R

IDENTIFICATION PURPOSES S, ENDER FORM VOID
CERTIFICATE OF RELEASE OR DISCHARGE FROM ACTIVE DUTY
This Report Contains Information Subject to the Privacy Act of 1974, As Amended,
E (Last Fi [ 2. DEPARTMENT, COMPONENT AND BRANCH STl VBNl ATy
ARMY /USAR L
AN PAY GRADE 5. DATE OF BIRTH (YYyYmMmDD) | 6. RESERVE OBLIGATION TERMINATION DA
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PLACE Ol IVE DU

b. HOME OF RECORD AT TIME OF ENTRY (City and state, or complete address if known)

WATL 4
8a. LAST DUTY ASSIGNMENT AND MAJOR COMMAND b. STATION WHER PARATED
USAREC GREAT LAKES RBN RC FORT KNOX TC, KY 40121

9. COMMAND TO WHICH TRANSFERRED 10. SGLI COVERAGE| | NONE
[USAR CON GP (RET) 1600 SPEARHEAD DIVISION AVE, FT KNOX, KY 40122 AMOUNT: $ 400,000.00

11. PRIMARY SPECIALTY (List number, fitle and years and months in 12. RECORD OF SERVICE YEAR(S) DAY(S)
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| . FOREIGNSERVICE | 0000 | 00 |
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i. EFFECTIVE DATE OF PAY GRADE 0 o 0
13. DECORATIONS, MEDALS, BADGES, CITATIONS AND CAMPAIGN | 14. MILITARY EDUCATION (Course fitie, number of meeke. and monfh ang
RIBBONS AWARDED OR AUTHORIZED (all periods of service) year completed)
MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL (2ND AWARD) //ARMY [ANCOC (79R), 2007//ANTI-TERR OFF (BASIC),
COMMENDATION MEDAL//ARMY ACHIEVEMENT MEDAL |2012//BNCOC’ (79R)) 2003//NOTHING FOLLOWS
(4TH AWARD) //USN ACHIEVEMENT MEDAL (3RD
AWARD) //ARMY GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL (6TH AWARD)
//USN GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL (2ND AWARD) //
NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL (2ND AWARD)
//GLOBAL WAR ON TERRORISM//CONT IN BLOCK 18
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/ 7 147171 /
THE ARMY//SOLDIER PRESENTED US FLAG//

SERVICE MEDAL//NON COMMISSIONED OFFICER PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

RIBBON (3RD AWARD)//ARMED FORCES RESERVE MEDAL W/ 30 YEAR DEVICE GOLD HOURGLASS/ /GOLD
RECRUITER BADGE W/ THREE STAR SAPPHIRES//NOTHING FOLLOWS

The information contained herein is subject to computer matching within the Department of Defense or with any other affected Federal or non-Federal agency for verification|
urposes and to determine eligibility for, and/or continued compliance with, the requirements of a Federal benefit program.
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RETIREMENT HONORABL:

25. SEPARATION AUTHORITY 26. SEPARATION CODE 27. REENTRY CODE
AR 635-200, CHAP 12 RBD 4R

28. NARRATIVE REASON FOR SEPARATION

SUFFICIENT SERVICE FOR RETIREMENT

29. DATES OF TIME LOST DURING THIS PERIOD (YYYYMMODD) 30. MEMBER REQUESTS COPY 4
[NONE (initials) JFC

DD FORM 214, AUG 2009 PREVIOUS EDITION IS OBSOLETE.
GENERATED BY TRANSPROC




DD 2135, Correction to DD 214

» Corrections to the DD 214 are not
annotated on the DD 214. ADD 215 is
issued and should be kept with the
original DD 214.

» Corrections can include Name
spelling, Date of Birth, Social
Security Number, Missing, additional,
or incorrect service information or
awards, service dates, upgrades to
discharge

» Corrections will NOT include legal
name changes AFTER discharge

» See “Correction of Military Record”
for procedures

TICW I OBSOLETE.  STATE DIRECTOR OF VETERANS AFFAIRS -6
“Adoha Bacgrer 80



NGB Form 22, Report of Separation and Military Service &
DD 256, Honorable Discharge Certificate

* NGB Form 22 contains
information concerning an Army
or Air National Guard service
member’s National Guard service
time. Along with information
illustrating service member’s
military job and decorations
earned, is the reason for
discharge, and discharge
characterization.

« The DD 256 is issued to Honorably
Discharged reservists.




DD Form 220 Active Duty Report

The DD 220 is the physical copy of
an individual order for active duty.

Information is used to report
periods of active duty and physical
condition upon entry and release
from active duty.

This form is currently used by
Reserve and Guard Components.




Additional Sources for Verifying Active Duty

. Resgreer V!)%%onent Separation  Certificate of Military Sernvice

CEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
UeSe ARMY RESERVE PERSONNEL CENTER
9700 PAGE EOULEVARD
ST. LOUIS, MO 63132-5260

OARP=PAT=R(N1) 14 NOV S0
ORDERS  D-11-064171

PAT=R(N1) R -
REINFCRCEMENT

YOU ARE DISCHARGED FROM COMPONENT SHOWN.

Certification of

Military Service

B T
AUTHORITY: AR 135-178

This certifies that —
EFFECTIVE DATE: 17 NOVEMBER 1990

COMPONENT: READY RESERVE

TYPE OF DISCHARGE: HONORABLE

of the United States
ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONS: IF RESERVE IDENTIFICATION 0D FORM 2A (RED) IS | was a member of the Army
IN YOUR POSSESSICN, RETURN IT TC THIS HEADGUARTERS, ATIN: DARC-SN.
IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS IN THE FUTURE ABOLT YOUR MILITARY RECCROS OR
YOUR MILITARY SERVICE, CONTACT THE NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORCS CENTER,
IONs 9700 PAGE BOULEVARD, ST. LCUIS, MO

June 28, 1945
from
AS YOU NO LONGER HAVE ANY MILITARY STATUS, YOUR RECCRCS ARE NG !
LONGER MAINTAINED 8Y THE DEPARTMENT GF THE ARNY. REMEMBER TO INCLUDE
YOUR FULL NAME, SOCIAL SECURITY NUNBER AND ALL PREVIOUS SERVICE NUNEERS,

RE

SO THAT YOI

| to December 7, 1946
UR RECORDS CAN BE POSITIVELY AND GUICKLY IDENTIFIED.
FORMAT: 500

Service was terminated by Honorable Discharge
[TTTTeTrrven

*  ARPERCEN # THOMAS Jo KILMARTIN

Last Grade, Rank, or Rating Private First Class
* OFFICIAL * BRIGADIER GENERAL, USA
FERER AR CONMMANDING

i i As Above
Active Service Dates Same As
DISTRIBUTION: HS

pate of sirch: [l elace of Birch: Not Available

"SUBJECT BEING DISCHARGED ALTHOUGH ASSIGNED TO THIS ORGANIZATION,

AR National Personnel Records Center
(Miliary Personnel Records)

‘ Given at St. Louis, Missouri on Rugust 2005 National Archives and Reconds Adminisration
1S NOT PRESENT FOR DUTY. DISCHARGE CERTIFICATE AND DISCHARGE ORDERS | "
ARE BEING MAILED TO LAST KNOWN ADDRESS THIS DATE, _ & pec 90

‘THE ARCHIVIST OF THE UNITED STATES IS THE PHYSICAL CUSTODIAN OF THIS PERSON'S MILITARY RECORD

— 1 vl s documen
4 Concaonsf Millry S s in e o o copy of et ReportofSgaraian s
T veiton il st ey e e s ot el bttt




How to Obtain a Military Discharge

1ganveterans.com
chigan.gov

ing, MI 48909

-VET (800-642-4838)

74

ran put discharge on record.

uard Records- Archive Records

22 Request Form

ational Guard Joint Force Headquarters

: 3411 N. Martin Luther King Blvd, Lansing, Ml 48906-2934
Number: (517) 481-8331(Army) or (517) 481-8290 (Air)
Number: (517)481-8363

line request at www.ebenefits.va.gov



http://www.archives.gov/
http://www.michiganveterans.com/
mailto:MVAAResourceCenter@michigan.gov

1973 Fire at National Personnel Records Center

B

« July 12, 1973, estimated 16-18
million Official Military
Personnel Files were destroyed

» Affected Records:

* U.S Army Loss 80%, from
November 1, 1912 to January 1,
1960

« U.S Air Force Loss 75%, from
September 25, 1947 to January
1, 1964




Reconstruction of Records for Certification of
.Aé] l]Fgr Se VIce  Records discovered by the

Il LRy e National Academy of Sciences
 Collection of 19 million final « 1988 transfer of computer

pay vouchers which provide tapes containing ten million

name, service number, dates hospital/treatment facility

of service, and character of admission records transferred

service. to NPRC from the U.S. Army

- Most critical service data Surgeon General’s Office

elements needed for the
reconstruction process.



Discharge Upgrades

 [nequitable * I[mproper

“ Inequitable” means the reason  “Improper” means that the
or characterization of the reason or characterization of

discharge is not consistent with the discharge is in error.
the policies and traditions of the
service.




Review of Discharge

Complete DD Form 293, Application for the Review of
Discharge from the Armed Forces of the United States.

If Discharge is over 15 years old B/OU must apply for a
Correction of Military Records (DD Form 1495).

It is strongly encouraged to submit any request for
military records prior to applying for a discharge
review.

Recommended that the Veteran writes a narrative in
regards to the issues of why an upgrade or change is
requested and justification for the request. Additional
documentation may be required.

AFFLICATION FOR THE REVIEW O
Fi




Correction of Military Record

Complete DD Form 149, Application
for Correction of Military Record
Under the Provisions of Title 10,
U.S. Code, Section 1552

Must provide records as evidence
for what correction is to be made.

Examples: Wrong dates, missing
awards or medals. Provide copy of
order, awards for medals, copy of
personnel records, etc

APPLICATION FOR CORRECTION OF MILITARY RECORD
UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF TITLE 10, U.S. CODE, SECTION 1552
(Piease read Privacy Act Statement and Insiructions on back BEFORE complef

b NAME (Frie - Lass, s, Liadte sl TENT OR AT
FAY GRADE

2 PCSENT STATUSWITHRESPECTTOTHE 3. TYPE OF DISCHARGEy corrmara e | 4. DATE OF DISCHARGE OR RELEASE
ARMED SERVICES itcive oy, mecerie e type ot court) TIVE DUTY (rvevine
Watonal Guar narped Daceased)

¥ WORE THAN THREE VEARY TINCE THE ALLEGRD ERFOR GR WIUTTICE WAt STICOVENeS,
EDARD BHOULD FIND T IN THE INTEREST OF JUSTICE T CONSIDER THE APPLICATION.

S W SUPFORT OF THIS APPLICATION, | SUGMIT A3 EVIDEWCE THE T OLLOWING ATTACHED DOCUMENTS:
Fecorus a1 parmnant s your Caze, MeRZE SN Copies. Y SIEranE AMEYS TSSO e DETNERS, GE PEENAl SFER RESSER SR R AUmBEr)

70 [DESIRE TO APPEAR BEFORE THE BOARD IN WASHINGTON, I:' 5 resoamowiy w0 conwoe r aprucTION
DETERMINE I WARRANTED. ED ON RECORDS AND EVIDENCE.

ﬂ,f.guuunﬂus SIGN TN [TEM 1 usslion e Thal o a daceassd o eaompaton &elm\,LEGan‘ﬁﬂﬂFﬂF

T O NGO ETENCY NUST CCONPANY THE APPLILATION. T iha appllestion 1 Sinoe by siher
e name gz and relationzhip by marking one Box beiow.

an the appilcant, Indicate

732 COMPLETE CURRENT ADDRESS (newse 2 0252) OF APPLICANT OR PERSO] 5.
IN ITEM 12 ABOVE (Forward nodficaion of al changes of ads

T4 TMEKE THE FOREGOING STATEMENTS, A5 PART OF MY CLAIM, WITH FULL KNOWLEDGE OF THE
PENALTIES INVOLVED FOR WILLFULLY MAKING
citans 237 and 1001, proviae that an il

(vrvrumns)

DD FORM 149, DEC 2014 PREVIDUS EDITION 15 OBSOLETE =y



QUESTIONS
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