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WHAT IS NEEDED TO FILE A CLAIM?

• DD214
• Diagnosis of Condition
• Treatment History
• Nexus Letter / Buddy Statements
• Assignment of a POA (Power of Attorney/Advocate)
• Intent to File
• Proper Forms
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WHAT IS A DISABILITY?

A physical, mental, cognitive, or 
developmental condition that impairs, 

interferes with, or limits a person’s ability to 
engage in certain tasks or actions or 

participate in typical daily activities and 
interactions.
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VA FORM 
21-22

APPOINTMENT OF 
VETERANS 

SERVICE OFFICER
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VA FORM 
21-0966

INTENT TO FILE
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WHAT IS A SERVICE C0NNECTED DISABILITY?

A VA service-connected disability is an injury 
or disease that was incurred in or aggravated 

beyond normal progression during active 
military service.
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THINGS LIKE

Agent Orange Presumptive
Toxic Exposure / Burn Pits

Hearing Loss / Tinnitus
Back / Leg / Knee / Feet / Neck

Traumatic Brain Injury
Mental Health Illness

PTSD / MST
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VA FORM 
21-526EZ

APPLICATION FOR 
DISABILITY 

COMPENSATION
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VA FORM 
21-526EZ

APPLICATION FOR 
DISABILITY 

COMPENSATION
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VA FORM 
21-526EZ

APPLICATION FOR 
DISABILITY 

COMPENSATION
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WHAT ARE SECONDARY CONDITIONS?

VA Secondary conditions are non-service 
connected diseases or injuries that are 

proximately due to or the result of a service 
connected disease or injury.
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WHAT ARE SECONDARY CONDITIONS?

EXAMPLE: TENSION HEADACHES SECONDARY 
TO SERVICE CONNECTED PTSD

They can arise from medications or surgery in 
the treatment for a service connected 

condition or from pain or depression caused 
by service connected disabilities.
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VA FORM 
21-4138

STATEMENT IN 
SUPPORT OF 

CLAIM

13



DEPENDENTS

For VA benefits a dependent is: a SPOUSE, 
Unmarried CHILDREN, under the age of 18, 
or any age if medically deemed unable to 

care for themselves before turning the age 
of 18, or under the age of 23 and attending 

VA accredited education program, or a 
PARENT that is financially dependent on 

the veteran.
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VA FORM 
21-686c

APPLICTION 
REQUEST TO ADD 
AND/OR REMOVE 

DEPENDENTS

ALSO NEEDED:
PREVIOUS MARRIAGE 

INFORMATION
MARRIAGE LICENSE
BIRTH CERTIFICATES

SSN CARDS
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VA FORM 
21-686c

APPLICTION 
REQUEST TO ADD 
AND/OR REMOVE 

DEPENDENTS
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VA FORM 
21-686c

APPLICTION 
REQUEST TO ADD 
AND/OR REMOVE 

DEPENDENTS
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VA FORM 
21-686c

APPLICTION 
REQUEST TO ADD 
AND/OR REMOVE 

DEPENDENTS
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POST TRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDER 19



VA FORM 
21-01781

STATEMENT IN 
SUPPORT OF 
CLAIM FOR 

SERVICE 
CONNECTION FOR 
POST-TRAUMATIC 
STRESS DISORDER
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VA FORM 
21-0781

STATEMENT IN 
SUPPORT OF 
CLAIM FOR 

SERVICE 
CONNECTION FOR 
POST-TRAUMATIC 
STRESS DISORDER
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VA FORM 
21-0781A

STATEMENT IN 
SUPPORT OF 
CLAIM FOR 

SERVICE 
CONNECTION FOR 
POST-TRAUMATIC 
STRESS DISORDER 
SECONDARY TO 

PERSONAL 
ASSAULT
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VA FORM 
21-0781A

STATEMENT IN 
SUPPORT OF 
CLAIM FOR 

SERVICE 
CONNECTION FOR 
POST-TRAUMATIC 
STRESS DISORDER 
SECONDARY TO 

PERSONAL 
ASSAULT
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INDIVIDUAL UNEMPLOYABILITY 24



VA FORM 
21-8940
VETERAN’S 

APPLICATION FOR 
INCREASEED 

COMPENSATION 
BASED ON 

UNEMPLOYABILITY

QUALIFICATION TO 
APPLY:

1 DISABILITY RATED 60% 
OR HIGHER

OR

OVERALL RATING OF 
70% WITH 1 DISABILITY 

RATED AT 40%
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VA FORM 
21-8940
VETERAN’S 

APPLICATION FOR 
INCREASEED 

COMPENSATION 
BASED ON 

UNEMPLOYABILITY

VA FORM 21-4192 
WILL BE SENT TO  
LAST EMPLOYER
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DEATH INDEMNITY COMPENSATION 27



VA FORM 
21P-534EZ

ELIGIBILITY
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ANY 
QUESTIONS
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